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• Swiss multinational pharmaceutical 
company specializing in innovative cancer 
medicines, among many others

• Roche sales in 2016: USD 51.38 bn

• Controls the American biotechnology 
company Genentech, the Japanese 
biotechnology firm Chugai 
Pharmaceuticals, and US-based Ventana

• Roche has two divisions: Diagnostics and 
Pharmaceuticals

• R&D 
• 11,532M CHF (11,715M USD)
• 22.8% of sales
• 1st in the industry

• Many patents expire in the next 3 years

• Novartis is a Swiss multinational 
pharmaceutical company formed from the 
merger of the generic giant Sandoz and 
Ciba-Geigy, one of the oldest drug 
manufacturers

• Novartis sales in 2016: USD 48.5 bn

• Acquired global eye care leader Alcon in 
2010, as well as skin care firm Fougera
Pharmaceuticals in 2012

• R&D 
• 9,039M USD
• 18.63% of sales
• 3rd in the industry

• Many strategic investments, including a 
nearly 1/3 stake in Roche and GSK 
Consumer Healthcare

Source: Roche and Novartis websites

Roche and Novartis overview
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